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Decreer Arbitral _ 


OF 

KING FAMES the 6% 
— Of bleſſed Memory. | 
Deciding all Differences betwixt Mer- 
chants and Trades,  anent the Ga= 
vernment of the City of Edinburghs 
As it is Regiſtrat in the Books of 
Council and Sefton, and Ratified 


in Parliament, 2 


—adglr=<=-:. 
Mg 


Together with 


The Ads of the Town Council,deter- 
mining the time of the Continuati- 
on of the Provoſt, Dean of Gild,and 
Theſaurer, to beno longer then one 
or two years together at one time, 


The Magiſtrats and Council of this 
City, Ordainsthe Sett, Decreet Arbi- 
tral, and the ſame Ads ofthe Town 
Council.to bePrinted andPubliſhed. 


Edinburgh, Printed by the Heir of Andrew Anderſon 
Printer to His moſt Sacred Majeſty, City and 
Colledge, 1683, 
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THE 


INDEX 


OF THE 


SETT. 


e Conſcnr vo the Regiſtrarion of che Decreer 
Arbltral,conraining the Names of the Procurg: 


Submirrers, borh Merchants and Trades-meo. 
Page 1,2,3:4+ 
2, Contains rhe Name of the Overs-man by, ad- 
vice of both Merchants and Trades, being che 
moſt Potent and 1lluftrious Prince, King James the 
fixth, and rhe Names of the Judges Arbirrarors for 
boch the (aids Parties, for deciding all differences, 
concerning the Number, Power, and Authority of 
thoſe who are to have the Governmenr of 
Ciry. | Page 5$46,9.83. 
3-The qualification ofche Magiſtrats,who areto be Mer- 


chants,andTrades-mcn to b= capable thereof, leaving 


their Trade. Pagt 8. 


4- The Number of the ordinary Counſel, being rwemty 


five Perſons. Page 9. 
$+ That none be Eledced Magiftrars, unlefle they have 
been one year or two off before upon rhe Counſel, 

. and that Trades Counſcliors be indiff choſen 
our of the hail Crafts, and rhey nor to co P- 
ea theCounſel above two years. Item, TheRafffes 
be choſen ind ifferently out of the ra u 


| Aud that no Deacon be choſen execpt 


tary 
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2 Maſter of his Craft two years, and to continue no 
longer than.twoyears together...  Pege9o;ri. 
5s. The. Names of ;he particular -Incorporatiems; beiog: 
Fourteen io Number, the time and; maniiet of Leit- 
ing of their Deacons, and. the preſenring! rhem rv: 


the Counſel. Page v1rh2;r>. 
», The Ele&jon'of the ſix ordinary Deacons, te:-bevvhc 
of the Fourteen Deacons. Page 13,14- 


8./TheEle&on of the Mexchanrs and Trades: Countlel- 
lorybeing 3. Merchants and 2 Trades-men.Page jth, 
9. The. Ele&ion of the Leirs ro be | Magiſtrars; the - 
(  EleRors to be tweary Merchants, and ten Trades, 
the, preſent Provoſt, Dean of Gild,' and Theſaurer 
to. be on their. reſpeRtive Leics, - noue:ofmbepreſenr 

E s. co bc,upanthe Leic, | 44 15,16. 
10.EleRion of theMagiſtrars confifizng of thirty-eight 
Perſons, wherepf twenty Merchants, and cighteen 
Trades-men,yearly upon che Tueſday after Michael- 
© EI ny oa 1 »+Page16,t5 
11+ The ordinaryCounſel,confifiing of-roventy.five:Per- 
ſons, who cre ro have the full Adminiſtracionand:Go> 
yernment of the Burgh, except in ſeveral Cafes. 
et | : -Pagei7;\8i 
it2. Ancnt Warning to the Counſel , in cafe of ab- 
. ſents of Mzgiſtcats, Deacous, - and. Counſellors: © 
Oe : Page ig, 
13. Probibltion+ againft Merchants meeting among 
chemiclves, or one Deacon with 3n other, wichour 
conſcnr of the Countci. +. Page 20. 
14. Liberty ro the Dean of Gild ro convcen his Coun- 
ſel and Courts, and Crafts to conveen for Choofing 

_ of their Dcacous, and for tryai of their -Handy«work 
allenerly,and giving cocouragerent-torhemto deviſe 
anv g50d improvem:n: of theicTrade. Page rbad. Ora, 
15. That there, be a Commilsioner choicn for the hail 
- "Frades ro repreſent them in Parliament, Conven- 
tion of Eftates, and Couyeniion of Burrows, he being 


_ a Gild-brother. SR Page ibjd.& 22, 
15, Auditors 


pes hs 


INDEX. . 


16. Aitdftors of the- Towns Accompts to be of equal 
Number of Merchatits and Trades-men. Page itz4. 
wy. Trades-men'as\ well as Merchants to be'ca we 
— ' be Glldsbrethren. Pag: ibid. 
; zThe Deanof Gild's Counſel to confift of _ 
urzber of Merchants and Trades , , every Pcr- 
ho of: the ſaid [Counſel ' bring a KGild-brother. 
Pagt ibid. 


C den wule Merchandice, or his 'crafr, until he 


bea Burgeſſe. Page ibid. & 24» 

Ma der Tradef-men are promiſcuouſly. to be 
Srenced, withour divifion of the Rolls in Merchants 
and Crafts-mer, and the Scenr-maſters are to be of 
equal Number of Merchants and Trades: The Pro- 
þ-- —h Bailles for the' time allenerly to be free of 

' (Page ibtd.& 25. 

be bur one Purſe, Common 
Wn. nts and . Trades : And' the time 
&ftiips nor robe under five years, containing 
| =F of their Booking and T_— And'the 
s of{.1e famine to he of equal Numbet of 
Mexchants and Trades : The King and Judges wH- 
_ tg and Ordaining them to fulfil the Premiſes. t 


Page ibid, & oy 28 Is 
22; Certification of rhe :Setty v#z5 'T t Foy 2h 


Difturber of the Peace of the C cle, > Inanony, 


Forfault their Freedom, and p 
tlous: 
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Decreer Arbitral - 
| KING FAMES the 6th 


Of bleſſed Memory. 

; CONTAINING... 

The Fundamental Principles of the Go- 

vernment of the City of Edznburgh, 

and deciding all Differences betwrxt 

Merchants and Crafts-men therein, / 

as it is Regiſtrat in the Books of 
Council : 


Together with 


The two Ads of Town. Council res 
lating to the ſame. 


The Magilſtrats and ..Council of this 
City, Ordainsthe Sett,Decreet Arbi= 
tral,and two Ads of the Town Coun- 
cil, to be Printed and Publiſhed, 


EDINBURGH, * 
Printed by the Heir of Andrew Ander« 
ſon, Printer-to His moſt Sacred Ma« 
jeſty, City and Colledge, 1683, 
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The = of the Decreet Ar- © 
bitral betwixt the Mer- 


chands and Cra ftſ-men of 
this; Brugh, as it is Regt-, 
firate in the Buiks of * 
Connſel. 


"INV eT Edinbrugh, the Nine- 
NWA Yrs teenth day of June, the 
; =>: year of God , One 


| SN d $ fourſcore three years, 
D2C ASSES 1n preſence of! theLords 
of * Elo com com peives perſonally Mr. 
John Sharp , Joh # Preitoun , Thomas 
Craig and J Skeene , Procurators 
ecally Pte for the Proveſt, | 
Baillies, Deakens, Counſel, and Com- 
mugity 'of the Brugh of Edinlnugh, be 


_ the Act of Counſel underwritten, made -- 


A 2 in : 


ans of 
by Y wes FeS x 
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- in» preſenoe of the may i £ Baillies, 

Deakens, Counſel , and Community 
_, conteind thereiurit, of theDatennder- 
+ written, atd gave in the ſaid AR of 
Counſel, with: the: Decrect: Arbitral 
aftermentionat given. and pronouncit 
be the Kings Majeſty and Judges after- 


| Rlawiag: Subſfrivedi,be:them, .and _ 


the Parties after- rehearſed, and defired 
the ſame'to be Inſert and Regiftrat in 
the Buiks of Counſel ,. to - bave. the 


ſtrength , foxce, and "ele of their 
Aa k4 Hires] in'time to come, and 


| Letters and Executorials to be dire 


 Uponthe'Partiesſpe pecifietthairintil. The 
| quhilk 'defire the = Cd Lords thought 
reaſonable 3” and therefore hes Ordain- 
ed and Ordains the ſaid At and De- 
creetArbitral to be Inſert and Regi- 
ſtrat in the ſaid Buiks, to have the 
ſtrength, force, and effeR of their At 
and Decreet , and hes interponit 
interpons their Decreet and Authority 
thereto, and Decerns and Ordains Let- 
ters and Executorials to be dire upon 
the hail Parties ſpecifiet in the aid De- 
Ccreet 


> W, 


FD i 


(3) 


. creet Arbitraf, for fulfilling thereof in 
* all'poynrs, in manner ſpecifiet there- 


mit: -* Ofthe quhilk thetenor follows., 
' The quhilk day Mr. Michael Clif. | 
holme ; Andrew Sclater\, John Adamſone. 
Baillies, Mr. Job: Preſton Dean of 
Gild Murgo Ruſſell Theſaurer,, Jobrx - 
Johnſtown, John Harwood, John Robert- 


To Willian Maxle, William Neſbet,, 
Alexander Noper, John Moriſone, _ Ro 


bert Ker ;, enry Charters Merchants; 
James Ferguſone Bowar , John Bairns- 


father' Tailyeou r, and the, Deakens fol- 


lowing',' v2 Gilbert Prymeraſe Chicur- 
ian, 57 Watt Smvth;,* Edward Gal- 
ry $kynner , _ Hair Gold-: 
Sm = op Hoppringle Tailyeour, 
2 he "Dickſon Furrier And icklike 
Tames Ker Fleſher, William Weir C Or- 
qrrer, Adane Newtour Baxter, William 
+ Waker, William $ omer Boninet- 
maker; William Wright Webſter, rema- 
nefit Deakens of Crafts for themſelves, 


| and the hail Body and Community- © 


the Town, als well Merchants as Crafts- 
men! » makes and conſtitutes M** Johr |} 
A 2 Sharp, +. 


a. " s 
2% 


ET « 4 ) 

| "Shep Thomas Craig, John Preftonn Aſ- 
ſeffours , and Mr. Jobs Skene Procura- 
tor-Fiſcal , or any twa of them, their 


11] ” > IEEE , to. compear before the 


| Lords of Selfton and. Counſel whats 
; [fomever day or days convenient , and 
there in name and behalf of the Pro-- 
veſt, Baillies and. Cotinſel for the Mer- 
chants, and of the ſaid Deakens for the 
Crafts on the uther part, ro conſent to 
the Regiſtrating of the Decreet Arbi- 
tral given by the Kings Maje#yand Ar- 
bitrators ſpecified: therein berwixt the 
Merchavtsand Crafts-men, in the Buiks 
of Counſel ; 1Hterponing of their Au. 
thoxit) thereto, ' with Execution to fol- 
low thereupon. in. maner ſpecified in 
the faid Decreet, and generatly.,- ec. 
Promittentes derato, 8c. Extra&t furth 
of the. Counſel Buik of Edinburgh ., Be 

me. Mr. Alexander Guthrie Cone, 
Clerk of the famen, witneſs theretomy 
Sign and Subſcription Manual, ” | Sie 

S Paton 
50 Alew Guthrie, 


Yn 
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Here follows the tenor of the ſaid . 
Decreet Arbitral. p- 


A? Halyruidhouſe , the twenty twa 
day of Apryl, the Yeir of God 
One ionknd fre bundred- fourſcore 
three years, we Robert Fairlieof Braid, 
Sir Archibald Naper of Edinbellie Knight, 
and James Johnſtonn' of Elphingſtonn , 
Judges Arbitrators, choſen for the part 
of Mr. Mzchael Chiſbolme, Andrew Sclater, 
John Adamſone ,: and William F airlie 
Bailltes of Edinburg h, Mr. Fohn Preſioun 
Dean of Gild, Ale, o Ruſſel Thelaurer, 
John Johnſton , Roberd Ker: younger, 
Henry Charters, "John Moriſone, Willkzne- 
Manl, John Harwood,” John Robertfone, © © 
William Inetis, Alexander Naper, Wille. © 
ar Nerbet Mercha wy on the _ 
yo ogy- or them- 
ſelves; and in name and behall, and. as 
Commiſſioners for the hail - Merchants 


' Indwellers of the faid Burgh,on the ane 


part,and John Cockburn of Ormeſtonr, Mr. 


Robert Pont Proveſt of the Trinity-Col- 
ledze, 


o ÞX ” - 
X * 
* 4 hrs 


(« 6) 
ledge, and Mr. David Lindſey Miniſter 
of Lcith, Judges Arbitrators choſen for 
the. part of James. Ferguſone Bower, 
John Bairnsfather Tailyeour , twa: of 
the Crafts-men , beingon the: Counſel - 
of the ſaid Burgh: - Gilbert Prymroſe 
Deaken. of the Chirurgians, John Watt 
Deaken of the Hammer-men » Williaze 
| Hoppringle' Deaken of the Tailyeours, - + 
Edwar Galbraith Deaken of the Skin-. 
ners', Edward Hairt. Deaken- of the 
Gold-Smiths, Adam Newtoun Deaken | 
of the Baxters, Thomas Dick fone Dea- 
ken. of the Purrices: Andrew William- 
ſone Deaken of the Wrights, Walliam 
 Bickertoun Deaken - of the Maiflons,. 
James Ker Deaken of the Fleſhers, ' 
William Weir Deaken of the INS | 
Thomas Wright Deaken ofthe Webſters, 
William Comtts Deaken of the 'Wakexs, 
and William Somer Deaken ofthe Bone; 
net-niakers, for themſclves, and in name 
and. behalf , ; and as Commiſſioners tor 
" the hall Crafts: -men, Indwellers of the 
ſai4 Burgh, onthe: ather part : And the 
Right Potent and Iiluſter Prince, Jemes , 


». a. Co my HM 


(7) 
be the Grace -of God, King of Seots, 
our Soveraign Lord, Ods«man and O- © 
vers-man, corimonly cholen be advice 
and conſent of ae "4 the ſaids Parties, 
anent 'the removing of all Queſtions, 
Differences, and Controverſies; quhilks : 
are, - orhesbeen betwixt the Lads Mer- 
chants; concerning whatſomer cauſe or. 
occaſion, whereupon Debateor Queſti- | | 
on-didariſe in any time berwixt them : 
And thereupon, baith the'faids Parties * 
being Bund, Obliſt, and Sworn, to 
ſtand, abide 4 underly . and: fulfil the 
Decreet Arbitral, and Deliverance of 
us the ſaids Judges, and Overs-man, but 
Appellation, Reclamation, or Contra- 


| diQion, asatlength'is contained in ane 
Submiffion made thereupon, baith' the; 
faids Parties Clames -and: Griefs given: - 


in be them, with the Anſwers made- 
thereto, and their Rights, Reaſons; and 
Alledgiances being heard, ſeen, and con- 


ſidered be us, and we therewith being 


ryply advyfit, after many ſundry Con-- 


ventions and Mectings, with lang tra- - 
velta ne hereanent, hesall inane Voice 
; —— 


E. (8) 
Accordit , Decernit , and Concludie | 
ufonthe Heads and | Articlesfollowing: . 


' Firſt, To take away all differences 

_ quhilk hes been heretofore, concerning - 

the Perſons who had the Government 
of the Town, their Number, Power, 


_ or Authority, and maner of their Ele- 


Gaion; It ts finally accordit and decer- 
nit : thereupon as follows 


—— 


— 


MAGISTRATS. 


HE Maoriſtrats, fic as Proveft, 
Baithes, Dean of Gild, and The- 
faurer, to be in all 4ymes coming of 
the Eftait and Calling of Merchants, 
conforme to the ARs of- Partiamezt ; 
and if any Crafts-man Exerceand Mer- 
chandize, fall for his guid Qualities be 
vit therrto, m that -catſe he all 
Idive his Craft,' and: not occupy the 
ſame behimfdf nor his Servants during 
the tyme of his: Office, and fall -not' 
returne theirto! at-any tyme thereafter, 
| quhill 


Wd 


J : 


(9) 


quhill he obtein ſpecial licence of the 


* - | Proveſt, Baillies and Counſel to that cf+ 


teR, 


—_— Kr. 


COUNSEL. 


THe Counſel to confift of Ten 

Merchants, to wit, The auld. 
Proveſt, Four auld Baillies, Dean of 
Gild and Theſaurer of the nxt year 
preceiding, and Three Merchants: to 
be' choſen to them, and als to conſiſt 
of Eight Crafts-men theirof, Sex Deas 
kens, and Twa uther Crafts-men, mak- 
and in the hail the ſaid Counſel Hops 
teen Perſons, and this by the Ofhices 
men of that year, to wit, the Proveſt, 
Baillies, Dean of Gild, andTheſaurer. 


p13 is. 


he ————_— 


ELECTION. 


- A Nd as to the manner of their 
Eleion, Ir is firſt generally ac- 
cordit and agriet, that na- maner of 
perſon be choſen Proveſt , — ” 
Ml an 


( 10.) | 
Dean of Gild, or Thelaurer, ſuppoſe 
they be Burgefles of the: Brugh, and 
able therefore, without they have been 
ane year or twa upon the Counſel of 
before. And anent the Counſel, the 
auld maner of giving in of Tickets be 
the Deakens, out of the quhilk. the 
Twa Crafts-men were yearly choſen, 
to be abrogat, ceaſe and expyre in all 
rymes coming, ſwa that the faids Twa 
Crafts-men Tzu be choſen yearly with- 
out any ingiving of Tickets indiffe- 
rently, of the beſt and worthieſt of 
the Crafts be the ſaids Proveſt, Baillies, 
Dean of Gild, Thefaurer and Counſel 
allanerly, arid nane to be on the Coun- 
ſe] aboye Twa year together, except. 

be Offize-men, or be yertue-of 
their Othces be on the Counſel, Sick-- 
like, ancnt the Lytts to be Baillies,. they - 
fall not be dividet nor caſten in Fory* 
Ranks, Three to every Rank, as they 
were wont to be, bot to be cioſen in- 
differencly, Ane out of- the 'Twelff 
Lytts,, 7 uther out of Eleven Lyzts; 
the Third ourot Ten, and the Fourt out 
of _ 


of Nyne "tg i the Deaketis, 


"That .nane. be electit Deaken, except 
he-thathes been an Maiſter of bis Craft 
twa, year at the leaft; and that nane 
of, them be continued i in their - Offices 


of Mes above twa year togid- 


der. in general, That narie have 
votein Lyrting, Voiting,EleRing, of the 


Proveſt, Baillies, Counfel, - Deakens,' 

Dean of Gild, or Thelaurer, bur the 
ons hereafter following, - mn maner - 

OP | 


= % COS IY ——— 


 Dledfion 74 ſpecial of DEAKEN $; 


| Nd to proceid to the ſaid Eledtiori, 
It is found guid to begin at the 
go of the Deakens of. Crafts,; 


5 as are Fourteen in number, to wit, 


honrgeans, Gold myths, Shynners, Fur- 
reers,” Hammer-men , Wrights,” Maſons. 


Taiheours, Bax ters, Fleſhers, Cordi- 
zers, Webſters, Wakers, Bonnet-makers; 
Swa the Deakens now preſent ſhall 
ſtand and continue quhil the third; 


Counſel "lh ; 


/ M6 £12.) 
".” Counſel day of before the auld time ff 
'Eleqion of the new Counſel, quinkil - 
was on the Wedneſday next preceeding 
the Feaſt of - Micheefwaſ? : 3 . upon the}: 
quhilk third Counſel day, theProyeſt,| 
| Baillies, and Counſel now ftandand, 
s || extending to Nineteen Perſons, and fra 
. thence furth yearly, and ilk.year, the 
| Proveſt, Barlhes and Ocuinlet conſtt- 
ute of the faid Twenty Five *Perſons, 
fall call in before them the ſaids Dea- 
kens of Crafts, every ane ſeverally, 
and inquire their opinion and j 
ment of the beſt and worthieſt of their 
Crafts.3 Thereafter, the faids Proveſt, 
Baillies and Count ſhall nominat and 
Lytt threePerfons of the maiſt Diſcreet, 
Godly, and Qualified Perfons of A 
£ ane of the (aids Fourteen Crafts, 
expert Hand-labonfers of their awen 
Craft, Purgeftes and Freemen of the 
'Brugh of Edirbrugh, whereof the auld 
Deaken ſhall be ane, and cauſe delr. 
_ ver their Names to the Deakens, every 
ane accgrding'to their Craft 5 quhilk 


Deakens, on the morn thereafter, fall 
F : aſſemble 


< 
— 4 Dy 
”" 
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4 affecblerand conven theksTpiis;) and »% 
51-1 every. Craft be themſeives,/ furth-ofthir - - 
. | Names {hall de& ane- Perot wha Gl 
be their Deaken for that year, and 

upon the next Counſel day after the ' 
ſaid EleRion, the auld Deakens, with 
ſome of the Maſters of ther Crafts, 
fall preſent the new Deakens to the 


Counſel, quha fall authorize them 10 
their Offices, 


—_— <— 


New ( ounſel of DEB AKEN S. 


Ext to proceed to the eleQion of 

the New Gounſel, The faid 

Jo of preſenting of the new Deakens, 
The Provelt, Baillies and Counſel now 
ſtandand of Nineteen Perſons, and fra 
then furth, the ſaid day yearly 5 The 
Paoveſt, Baillies and Counſel of Twen- 
ty Five Perſons, .fall chooſe furth of 
- the faids Fourteen Deakens, Sex Per- 
{ons. to. be adjoyned ' with the new 
Countel for the year to come, -and to 

have; ecial vote in lytrting and chooſs - 


ing 


— > Af AER 
"SE "a. 4 + 2* : * S 
_—_ > > . : + a 
- 


5 and the fame day, - .the auld ſex 
OE. rs ene the Counſel 


the year preceeding, to be removed 


and have na farther vote for that year, 
except ſome of them be of the number 
of the new eleted Deakens. | 


| ty Sex Votes, 


be ti 


New Connſelof MERCHANTS and 


CRAFTS. 


NEXT, preceeding Hichaelmaſo 
uk year,. The: Proveft, Baillies, Deati 


of. Gild. "Thebweer, and Ten Merchants 


of the Counſs, and the ſaids Sex Dea- 
kens, .and Twa Crafts-men, and in the 
hail Twenty Frve Perſons, and Twen- 
be reaſon of the Proveſts 
twa Vores, . ordinarily ſtandand at all 
tymes, Sall conveen and chooſe. the 
new Counſel, to the number of Eigh- 


teen Perſons, to wit, theauld Proveſt, 
Baillies, Dean of Gild and Thefaurer | 
of that year, and the faid ſex Deakens 


to 


ing the Proves Baillies and Coun- | 


Hereafter, u pon the. Wedneſlay | 


PP Ds ; ©) " 

7... 
to: make- Thretteen Perſons thereof, 
FE” £4: "rs EY ; 7 ys: 
and to them to be choſen Three. Mer- 
$4; 25%" ' 
chants and Twa Crafts-men, anthir 
Perſons to be callit the New Counſel; 
And if any Perſon ofthe Merchants 
choſen upon the N ew.Counſe], hap- | 
pens to be put on the 'Lytte of ane ._ 


IO AOOP 


— | uther .Office,  and:-promovit thereto, - 


os uther fall:be choſen in his room be 
the faids Proveſt, Baillies and Coun- 
ſel. | 


F g 
/ ot —_—_——— , 
nd 


Lytts of MAGISTRATS. 


MT" Hridly, Toproceid to the choof- 
| ing of the Lytts to the Magt- 
ftrats and Office-men, ſic as Proveft, 
Baillies, Dean of Gild and Theſauter, 
Upon rhe Friday nixt thereafter, there 
[Aif"conveen the ſaid New Counſel of 
"Eighteen Perſons, and the Auld Conn» 
{el conſtitute of Twelff Perſons, 27s. 
Ten Merchants and T wa Crafts-men, 
' and 1a the hail Thretty Perſons to the 
b Proveſts odd vote 3 quhilks Ferſogs 
wW_-” _—_- B 0 


tes Accs li Sao. 


£ » 
- folemnatly proteſting before God; that 
they ſhall choofe the Perſons whom | 
| they find maiſt meet, without favour, 
hatred, or any kind of collufioti, then 
fall begin and chooſe the Lytts 'to the 
ſaid Magiſtrats and Office-menj to 
every ane of them three Lytts, that is 
to ſay, To the Proveſt, twa Lytts 
with himfelf; To the four Baillies, 
every ane of them three Lytts, the 
auld Baillies not beand ane, except 
they be new choſen thereto ; To :the 
Dean of Gild, twa Lytts with himſelf; 
And to the Theſaurer, twa Lytts with 
himfelf; quhilks hail Lytts fall be of the 
_—_ and Calling of Merchants, as 

ald is. 


——_— 


EleJion of MAGISTRATS. 


es} To proceed to the elect. 
ing and choofing of the ſaid Ma- 
oiſtrats and Office-men z Upon the 
Tueſday nixt after Hichaelmaſs yearly, 
there fall conveen the ſaids Thretty 

Perſons 
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Perſons of new and auld Counſel, and 
' with them the reſt of the Deakens of 


Crafts quhilks are.not of the Counſel, 


extending to Eight Perſons ; the hail 


Perſons fwa conveenand, extending to 
Thretty Eight Perſons by the Proveſts 


_odde Vote, thereof Twenty Merchants, - 


and Eighteen Crafts-men, quhilks Pers 
ſons fall begin at the Lytts of the Pro- 
veſt,and every ane in their awen Rank, 
give their Votes to fic as they find + 


meet for the weill of the Town, ac-  ' 
cording to. their conſcience and knaw. -* 


ledge, but feid or favour ; and on 
whom. the . greateſt number of Votes 
fall fall, that he be ſworn, receivit, 
and admittit Proveſt for that year ; 
and {wa to proceed thorow the Lytts 
of the Baillies, . Dean of Gild and The- 
ſaurer, quhill the faid Election be 
compleatly endit. The faids Provefſt, 
Baillies, Dean of Gild, Thefaurer and 
Counſel, elect as ſaid - 1s, - makand 1n 
the hail Twenty Five Perſons They 
only, and na uthers, fall have the full 
Government and Adminiſtration of the | 
B 2 hail 


(18) 
hail Common-weill of this Brugh, in 
all rhings, as the Proveſt, Faillies, and 
_ Counſel thereof, orof any uther Brugh 
had of before, or may have hereafter, 
be the Laws or Conſuetude of this 
Realm, Infefrments and Priviledges 
grantit to this Town be OurSoveraign 
Lords maiſt Noble Progenitors 3 ex- 
ceptand always thir Cauſes following, 
19 the quhilks the hail Fourteen Dea- 
kens of Crafts ſall be callit and adjoyns« 
ed with them to give their ſpecial vote 


and conſultation thereinto, to wit, In 
EleQion of the Provelt, Baillies, Dean 


of Gild and Theſaurer, as faid is, In- 


ſetting of Fews, or any manner of 
Tacks, attour the yearly Rowping on 
Martinmaſs Even, In giving of Bene- 
fices and uther Offices in Brugh, In 
granting of Extents, Contributions, 
Emprimits, And ficklike Biggi 
of Common-Warks, And in Dil- 
' poning of the Common-Good above 
the Sum of Twenty Pound togidder. 


 Wairning 


S| 


(19) 
WWairning of the DEAKENS, and 
COUNSEL. 


wo woes 
TO Roving nevertheleſs, that the 

Deakens not of the Connſel, or 
any of them, beand perſonally warn- 
ed to that effet, and abſenting them- 
felfs, ſwa oft the laſt Deaken, or any 
ather that was in Lytt with him that 
yeir, ſhall ſupplie their room ; and they 
beand perſonally warned, and abſent, 
the reft compearand fall have power to 
proceed -.If any of the Proveſt, Bail- 
lies, and Counſel be abſent, the reſt 
wha are preſent fall chooſe an uther in 


their room, Andtoavoid all ſufpici- 


oun that hes riſen in times paſt,through 
the particular Aſſemblies and Conven- 
tiouns , contrair to the Ads of Parlia- 
ment, andto the trouble of thequyet 
eſtait of this Brugbs 


B 3 C O N- 
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CONVENTIOUNS; 


T is agreit and concludit,that nather 
the ' Mercbants amang themfelfs ;, 

aather the Crafts and their Deakens, or 
Viſitors , fall have or make any parti- 
cular, or general Conventions, as Dea« 
kens with Deakens, Deakens with theit 
Crafts, ' or Crafts amang themſelfs, - far 
leſs to make privat ; 36—ky or Statutes, 
Poynd and Diſtrenzie at their awen 
hands for tranſgreſſions, by the advice 
and conſent of the Proveſlt,. Baillies, 
and Counſel; | 


— re ae en = 


DEAN of GILD map conueen 
tis COUNSEL. 


ger alwayes, that the Dean 
of Gild may aſſemble his Bre- 
thren and Counſel, in their Gild- 
Courts, conform to the ancient Lawes 


of the Gildrie, and Sara _— 
| O 
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C21) 
of: And that any ane Craft may con= 
yein together amang themſelfs, for the 
ch of their Deakens at the tyme 
appointit theirto, and in manner be- 
fore expreſt ;* making of Maſters, and 
trying of their Handie-wark allanerly: 
And if any Brethren, or Deakens of 
Crafts, fall find out, or devyſe any 
Heids that may tend to the welll 
of their Craft, they fall propone the 
ſame tothe Magiſtrats, wha lall ſetfor=« | 
ward an A ar Statute thatrupon, '' 


$ * ' 
on WR ren ———_—_ at; 


CO MMISSEONERS-- — 


Tem, As tuitching the Commiſſio- 
ners 1n Parliament, General Coun- 
{c], and Commiſfionersin Conventioun 
of Burrows , it is thought guid be the 
Commiſſioners,thatin all tymes.coming, 
the. ane of the faids Commiſſioners for 
the Brugh of Edizby»gh fall be choſen 
be the ſaid Proveſt and Baillies, furth 
of the Number. and Calling of the 
- Crafts- 


- (22). 
Crafis-men, and that Perſonto be ane 
Burg eſs and Gild-Brother of the 

of fa beſt, expert, and wiſe, and of 
honeſt Converlation. 


AUDITORS. 


T Teas, It is a oreed, that the Anne 

, ofall the Toms Compts fall hereaf- 
ter be choſen of equal Number, ofMer- 
chants and Crafts-men, be the Proveſt, 
Baillics, and Counſel. 


"OI C* 4 V Sc. 
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GI LDREE. 


ba, "Tor rd the lang Controverſies 

for the Nie it 1s finally, with 
commoti conſent, appoyntit, agreit 
coticfudit, thit..a 15 Pr oe ADHHY 
Merctifics,” "alt 1 E848 and admit- - 
red. Gild-brether, and the ane not.to 
be Ttefuifitor (cladit there-fra mair nor 
"the Uther, they being Burgeſles of the 


Hg, 


bs __ 023) 
Ie rgh, alsmeitand qualified thairfore 3 
a, = = Gd beth la liberty to 
f | uſe Merchandice. Their Admitiion 
and Tryal of their Qualificatioun to be 
inthe power and hands of the Proveſt, 
= Baillies, Theſaurer, and Counſel, with 
the Dean of Gild, and his Counſel, 
quhilk fall conſiſt in equal number of 
Merchants and Crafts-men Gild-bre- 
ther, not exceiding the number of ſex 
perſons, by the Dean of Gild himſelf; 
And that no perſon , of what faculty 
, foever he be; fall bruik” the benefit of 
an. Gild-brother , without he be re- 
cervit and admittit theirto, as faid 
BB, | 


—_ 


—— 


—— 


-  BURGESSES, CRAFTS, 


Fm That na manner of Pefon be 
FF fufferit to uſe Merchandice, or oc- 
.cupy: the Handie-wark/ of - ane Free 
Crafts.man within this Burgh, or yet 
;to: exerce the Liberty and A 
l Y 


\ 7 


( 24) 
of the ſaid Burgh, withqut he be Bur- 
gels and Free-man ofthe ſame. 


rr 


LE ————————_— 


EXTENTS. 


Tem , Becauſe :-the Merchants and 
Crafts-men of this Burgh are now 

to be Incorporat in ane Society, and 
to make an hall Town,. and an Com- 
mon-weill. Iris thought guid and ex: 
pedient, and concludit, to abrogat the 
former Cuſtome of dividing and ſetting 
.of Extents,whereinthe Merchants payit 

* Four parts, andthe Crafts the fift part: 
And theirfore it is agried, that as they 
Watch and Waird together, ſwa in all 
Extents, Emprimits,Contributiouns, and 
the like Subſidies to be Impoſit upon the 
Brugh , Merchants and Crafts-men to 
bear:the burden and charge theirof in- 
differently+, over.heid , according to 
. their ability. and ſubſtance , throw the 
- hail Quarters of the Town, without 
divifiounof the Rolls in Merchants and 
Crafts» 


| i... 


- and aQyalpayment thereof. 


= — , VS *' oy grey wo LT TFT wy LY ST F 4 


C25 9 

Crafts-men in any tyme coming 3 The 

Extentours fall be of equal number of. 
Merchants and Crafts-men, eight Per- 

ſons of the ane Calling, and eight Per- 

ſons of the uther, to be eleit, ſworn, 

and receivit be the Proveſt , Baillies, 

and Counſel, out of the maiſt diſcreit 
and skilful of all the Town, voidof all 

partial affeQioun and hatred : and that 

na Perſon nſand the Trade of Merchant 
or Crafts-man, and occupyand the frie- 
dome of the Brugh , and able to pay 
any Extent, not beirand the Office of 


Proveſt or Baillies in the mean time, 


fall. be any wayls exemit fra the real 


h— — 


COLLECTIOUN. 


T {em, As the hail Body of the Town, 
conſiſtand of Merchants and Crafts- 
men, does beir an common burden of 
Watching, Wairding, Extenting, and 
of the like Publick Charges, having 
an 


ib. E 26 } \ 

an Commoun Gocd proper to nane, 
iwa neidfal it is for making an equal 
Unity , and charitable Concord, that 
there be in the hail Town but an Col- 
lection, and an Purſe, not peculiar to 
any, bot common to all, of the haill 
Dewties and Caſualities, callit the En- 
tressfilver of Prenteifles Up-ſetts, Owk. 
ly Pennies, Un-laws, and fick-like to 
be Colledit in all tymes coming, and 
received baith of Merchants and Crafts- 
men,, and put in an Common Purſe, 
and to that effe@ the Merchantsto take 
and have Prenrtices, als weil as Crafts- 
men, and to be aftriQit and obleiſt 
theirto, and na Prentice alwayesto be 
received of ather of them for ſhorter 
tyme nor the ſpace of fyve yeirs com- 
pleit. And for the better knowledge 
to be had hetrof,- and for obſerving an 
good ordour in ColleGjoun of the fame, 
that” there be an commoun Book made 
keipit be the commonn Clerk of this 
Brugh preſent, and to come, wherem 
the names of all Prentices to Merchants 
and Crafts-men; the name of their Ma- 
| ſter, 


7 edgy” 
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(37) 


ſter, day of their Bntreis, and-ſpace of 


their Prenteiſhip , fall be Infert and 
Buikitz for the qululk the Clerk fall 
have at their Buiking of ilk perſon Sex 


. Pennies, and for the Out-draught 


T welff Pennies, quhilk Buik fall be 


to the Prentice an ſufficient probationn = 
of his Entres, and an Chairge to the / 
Collectorsof the ſaid Dewties. If any 


Man be an Prenteis heirefter, and not 
put in the ſaid Buik , his Prenteiſhip 


fall be to him of na effe&. Alſwa, be 


reaſon every Induſtry is not of like va- 
lour and ſubſtance, it is declairit what 
ilk Rank or Degree of Prenteifles fall 
pay , to wit , the Merchant Prenteis, 
and fic kind of peopleas were wont to 
Extent with them, and are not under 
an of the ſaid Fourteen Crafts, to pay 


at his Entres the day of his Buiking to | 


the ſaid Collectioun Threttie Shilling, 
and at his Up-ſetr, or end ef his Pren- 
teiſhip F'yve Pund. The Prenteis to 
an Skynner, Chirurgian, Gold-Smyth, 
Blefher, Cordiner, Tailyeour, Baxter, 
and Hammer-men , at their Entry and 
Buiking, 


( 28} 
Buiking, to theſaid Colledtionn Twen- 
ry Shilling, and for their Up-ſett Fyve 
 Pund : The Prenteistoan Maſounand 
Wright at his Entrie Thretteen Shilling 
Four Pennies, and his Up-ſett Three 
Pund Sex Shilling Eight Pennies. The 
Prenteis to an Webſter, Waker, Bon- 
net-maker, Furriour, athis Entry Ten 
Shilling, and for his Up-ſett Byftie Shil- 
| ling: And thir Dewrics to be tane by 
their Owkly Pennies, and Dewrties of 
their Burgeſhips : And to cauſe all 
perſons to be mair willing to Enter 
themſelfs in Prenteiſhip with the Bur- 
gefles and Frie-men of the Briigh; this 
Priviledge isgrantit to the ſaids Pren- 
teiſes , that they fall pay na'mair for 
their Burgeſhip to the Dean of Gild, 
but Fyve Punds by the Dewnies foir- 
faids - And inaugmentatioun of the ſaid 
Colletioun , when any perſons fall 
' happen to be made Burgeſſes of this 
Brugh, wha was na Prenteis to an Mer- 
chant , or Craft»man, frie Burgeſs of 
the ſaid Brugh, or hes not compleit his 
Prenteiſhip, fall pay to the ſaid Col- 
| | lectioun 
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ke&ioun at his Admiffioun the double 
ofthehaill Prenteisor Entres-filver Up. 
ſett and Buiking, by the Dewty payit 
to the Dean of Gild for his Burgeſhyp 

or Gildrie ; quhilk is Twenty Puiite 
for his Burgeſhip, and Fourty Pound 
for his Gildrie : The priviledge al- 
wayes of the Bairns of Burgefſes and 
Gild-brether not being prejudged heir- 
by, quha fall pay the auld and accuſto- 
med Dewty to the Dean of Gild allan-, 
erly. Thir Dewties and ColleQiouns, 
or Caſualities of Entres-filver , Up- 
ſetts, Owkly-pennies, Un-laws, and 


fik-tike, to be received in all times 


coming, of all Merchants and Crafts. 
men indifferently , put in the faid 
Common-purſe , and imployit be the 
advyce and command of the Proyeſt, 
Baillies. and Counſel. for ſupport and 
relief of the failyiet and decayet Bur- 
geſſes and Crafts-men , their Wyfes, 
Bairns, and auld Servants. and urther 

or Indwellers of the Town. The 


Proveſt, Baillies. Counſel , and hall .- 
Deakens, every yeir after EleGtioun of 


: % CU: 
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the Magiſtrats, - fall chooſe the Collec- 
tors of the ſaid Dewtics and Caſualities, 
of equal number of Merchants and 


Crafts-men, and todevyſcand ferd&ywn 


fic good ordour as they fall find niet 
and expedient for the perfyte and red« 


die in-bringing theirof. And laſt, the 


{aid Collectors fall make yeirly Compts 
of their intromifhioun theirwith, atthe 
tyme of making of the Towns Compty, 
and fall find ſufficient Cautioun at their 
admiſhoun, for Compt, Reckomng, 
and payment. ſtem, It is Ordained, 
that baith the ſaids Pairties; Merchants 


aud Crafts-men now preſent, and their 


Succeſſours , fall invielably obſerve, 
keip, and fulfill this preſent appoint- 
ment and Decreit Arbitral, and every 
Heid , Clauſe, and Article conteiatt 
therein. Likeas, His Majeſty and the 
faids Judges, wills and ordains them 
with willing hearts to put 1noblivion all 
bypaſt enormities, imbrace and intertein 


Love and Amity, and as they are of 


ane City, ſwa to be of ane Mind; then 
fall they be acceprit of God, ſtop the 
mouths 


(3 32 i} "Y 
Mouths of them qubilk tuik ion: 
be their Diviſion to bil wk occſin 
then fall Ray. be mage, able $0.04 our. 
Soveraign acceptable Service, 
ang have ane. ftanding and floutiſhuig 
* Common»weall,, and finally, HisMa- 
jefty. ard the faids Judges will eſteem 
| their Þng Travels a beſtowit. 


| . 


CERTIFICATION of the SETT. - 


\ Teour, His Majeſty and the faids 

|  Jadges,Ordains:the PraQtice and 
| Execution of this preſent Appointment 
and Deexcet to. be and beg after-the 
| Dayand Date hereof; andte continue, 
and be vbſcrvit.and keepit as ane pers 

petnal Law in tytne- coming 3 and 
'. Whafoever contraveins the ſamen, fall 
be repute and halden- ane Troublerof 
the quiet Eſtate of the Common:-weal, 

ncurre the Note of Infamy, and for- 
fault and tynetheir Freedome for-ever, 
and otherways- to be perſewit ard pu- ' 
niſhit as ſeditious Pertons;. conform. to - 

C: 


the 


|. the Laws .of heal, wathall rigor 
and extremity3- And argains thir, Pre- 
ſents. to: be Ratifier and Apprones d Wm 
His Highneſs next-Parkamtas 3, and i 
the:mean tyme,* tae fame to be:AQir 
akd Regiſtrat in the Buiks of Counkl 
and'S x, Suk and xa bave the trength 
of. Ads and. Decreets. of the Lords 
thereof, and that their Authority. be 
interponit thereto, and , Letters. and 
. Executorials topas thereupon, in form 
as effeirs; And for ating and regi- 
flraring of the ſamen, Makes and Con- 
ſtiruts, M* John: Sharp, John Preſioun, 
Thomas Craig, and _ John Skeen, '' our 
Procurators,. conjundtly and everally, 
in wberivre forma Promitiendo de. rato: 


_ In witneſs, whereof the ſfaids-Judges and - 


Overman togiddet, with the fiids 
Commaloners in 2oken of their 

| fems and Acceptation of the Premil 
has-ſubſcrivit thir Preſents with their 
Hands, as followis, _ Day, Year and 
Place  forefaids. © Sic. ſabſcribitur, 
TAMES R. Robert Fairlie of Braid, . 
Archibald Naper of Edinbelie Knight, 


James 


a. 


-— Gra ——_ 


(OF. 
James Joknffoun of Elphingitovn, bn 
Cockburn, David Eyndſey, Robert ont, 
Alexander ClerkPtoveft, Mr. Michael 
Chifholme Baillie, Androw $ Hort Bate 
Jo Adamſone Baillie, Mr. John Preſ- 
rour' Dean of Gild, Hungs Raſſel 
Thefaurdr, Robert younger, Henry 
Charters, Fohn M oriſone, Joby Harwood, 


John 'R vere, and Willam Nesber, | 
preeoeycs Naptr ' Fames Ferguſone 
William M auld, Sat town, Edward 


Galbraith, Gilbert Primroſe, Joby Wat, 
Pages Ker: with my hand, - Williew 
Pringle, Edward Hairt, Johs Baipns> 
fake Tailyout, Thomes Dickson, An- 
drew wiliemſone, Thomas Wright, Wil- 
lizms Bickerton, William Somer, «Adam 
Newtoun, William Weir, Williaus Comwts, 
with our hands, at the Pen led. be the . 
Natars underwritten, at our command, 
dn we catinot write our Glves* 
 Tta eff Mr. Alexander Guthrie, No: . 
farius Publicus, ac Teſtis in :Premi Fs 
de Mandatis diGarum Perſonaruws (cridexe 
weſciertinm: wt aſſeruerunt Teſti, 
| 2, TI 
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bis moeis Signo ac Sub m4 [bn 
bys,. Aa 14 & | 4 « I593s, 


It Tro oft Mr. L K IE, , Corme- 
if Harins it Prom r de ndndatis diftaruwe 
ffi Porſonarum [cribere. HOO we 
DIE71 i Pro, | {4.. 4 _— 

[1 YH ee tae 
'1Y; Alexandrum Hay &* 

i C Jones Rotulorum. Regj 


” % 
Ss £ 4 
: Fi 


, 
TT Ce een — 


Sie Aloe” ; b _ 


> Fe 
%s % * «4 


a: - 
', 
I - n " A EC — 
Ee a ee LO ——n 144262 *. 1a oh IRC 2Ons 


= by ne at - > AS » : "__ . : SOTICY 
y IS ; Pe. 
E . ; s X k 
"=> 
6 


OF THE 


 Tovvn Council 
EDINBURGH, 


Determining the Time how long the 
Lord Provoſt, Bailies, Dean of Gild 
and Theſaurer of the faid Burgh, 
ought to continue at one time 
in their reſpe&ive Offices ; 


Authorized by Decreet of the Lords 
of Council and Sefton, upon the 
Twenty Eight Day of February, 


One Thouſand Six Hundred 
Seventy Three Years: 


Together 
With an A& of the ſame Town Coun- 


cil, declaring the Grounds and Mo- 
tives for Printing the fads Ads. 


_—— — 


EDINBURGH 
Printed by the Heir of Andrew Ander- 
ſon, Printer to His moſt Sacred Ma» 


jeſty, City and Colledge, 1583. 4 
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AT EDINBURGH, 


The firſt day of October, One thouſand 
fix bundred py ſeventy eroht Tears.” 


=He which day, the Lord Pro- 
volt, Bailies, Council and 


Deacons of Crafts, ordinar 

and extraordinar, being con- 
veened in Council, taking to their (c- 
, rious and impartial confideration, That 
the Laws of this and all other well 
governed Nations, do oppoſe moſt vi. 
porouſly the perpetuating of Magi- 
{trats within Towns and. Burghs, as that 
which inhanſes the Government ( that 
ought tobealtcrable, according to the 
merits of the Cirizens) into the hands 
of one or very few, who may rhereby 
eafily exclude other well. deſervin 
Neighoburs from the Government, an 
might appropriat or imbeazle the Com- 
mONe 


(2) 
mon-Good . at their pleaſue - 
thereby wreath an inſupp 


-upen the necks of their Fellow-Cni- 
' zens, and. uponthe place of their Na- 
tivity and Reſidence: And: having by 
experience found many moe diſadvanta» 
ges rilmg by fach unwarranmable and 
affected cleRions, and that even among 
the beſt of Perſons, whom time and op- 
portunity did too frequently temptand 
corrupt - In fo far that it was fourid 
neceſlary by our Predeceſlorsto be pre- 
dfſe and ſpecial as to the rime of the 
continuation of their Magiftrats :- which 
according to the nature bf all Laws, 
they did -ena@ in general terms, not 
having aneye to ahy particular perſons; 
well foreſceing that albeit ſome perſons 
in the Governmentofthe Burgh; might, 
for one of twoyear; behave themſelves 
to the fatisfaQion of the Neighbours) 
knowms their time to be determined 
and frxed by Law, yet that the fame 
perſons continuing longer, being: left 
to their own freedom and hberty ro 
perpetuate themſelves in the Govern= - 
I : | ment 


'& -] 3 
nite 3s Jong as they could by FaRtiot 
or Intereſt , might in pre Wo 
degenerate and prove corrupt, and that... 
the inconveniencies in removing ſuc J 
deſerving perſons from the Government = 
of the Burgh, .cannot by many degrees © 
baHlance the mnumerable and vaſt W 
conſequences which naruraſty and ine 
vitably attends rhe indefiniteneſs, and 
undeterminateneſs of the time, in re- 
lation to the continuance of the M 


ſtrats within this Burgh, eſpecially Be 


' the Aﬀairs of the City, can ſuftam 


little or no prejudice ” the Councils 
being neceffitate to remove from the 
Government , perſons who have $iver 
proof of their integrity , during their 
adminiſtration: In regard the remedy 


is in their own hands, and they may, _ 
 outof a duereſentment of former good 
| ſervices, Ele& of new the ſaids perſons 
- within few years after they are remoy- 


ed from the Magiſtracy. Upon all 
which conſiderations ( and in reſpeR 
that in this Metropolitant City of the 
Kingdom, there: is alwayes a ſufficient 

number 


C43 


ens, fit for the Magiſtracy 
The Council upon the 5. day. "of Ofo 
wag bp an oo afile their own 
intereſt, and the confideration of :thE 
power they then rolleſt did paſs: ant 
A; declaring that the Lord volt, 
Dean of Gild, and Theſaurer of- this 
Burgh, ſhould not continue longer in 
their reſpetive Offices, than one, or, at 
the moſt, two years together at one 
time; andrhat the Bailies of this Burgh 
ſhould be but one year. Bailie, one 
year old Bailie , and one year free of 
Officez. and ſhould not be put upon 
the Leits to be Bailies until theſe years 
| expired. | Under which Act the Neigh- 
bours lived happily, until the Mzchaet- 
maſs 1664. years. Atwhich time, the 
faid Act was reſcinded, and: thereafter, 
the good Town having found too milth 
the inconveniencies that followed that 
reſciffion, the ſame did neceſſitate ſome 
ofthe Citizens to raiſe a Declarator of 
the Towns Priviledges before the Lords 
of Seflion; the reſalt of which Proceſs, 


Was 


umber of able and well qualified Ci- | 


(5-9. 


| was, thattbeſaids Lords, by,their juſt 


and wiſe Sentence in February 1673. 
years,” Decerned , for . preveening all 
future incroachments upon the Towns ' 
Priviledges ' in that point 3 that the 
faid”Act ſhould berevived and further 


' ſecured, by adjecting a conſiderable 


penalty and an Oath , which every 
Magiſtrat and Member of the Counal 
is to take upon the day of the Election 
of the Magiſtrats, for the more in- 
violable keeping and obſerving of the 
ſaid Act : And in the ſame Sentenceand - 
Decreet of the Lords .of Seftion , the 
ſaid Act is at length and verbatize inſert 
as their Decernaeour, and made a . 
of the Fundamental Goyernmentot the . - 


| Townz and accordinyly ever 


nce,. upon the Election day, the faid 
Oath is adminiſtred ahd taken by the 


Fhole Council, And the prefene 


Council being highly ſenfible of the 
many good effects', which have fol- 
lowed the obſervance of the ſaids Acts, 
for ſeveral years paſt ; and being de- 
firous to ſhew how willing they = | 

that } 


SAR. 
that well-deſerving Citizens ſhould haye 
a ſhare in the Government of this City 
by tarns, in which they hope that eve. 
ry one of them will by a generous emy« 
lation endeavour to exceed one another 
in their care of, and kindneſs to, the 
good Town; and -to extinguiſh all 
hopes of perpetuating the powerin their 
own hands, or in the hands of ſuch as 
ſhall be advanced thereto in time come 
ing; And to prevent all ſydings and 
factions amongſt the Inhabitants upon 
ſuch , whereof the Council are 
very confident (ſeing now perſons are 
removed fromthe Magiſtracy, not out 
of humour and pick, as was formerly 
ſuppoſed, but by the appoiatment and 
determination of the Law:) They have 
therefore ordained the ſaid Acts to be 
Printed, that none of the Neighbours 
may pretend ignorance, but may regu- 
lat themſelves accordingly: Of which 
Acts, the tenor follows. 


At 


CC ome 00 8 


G7) 


At Edinburgh, the fifth day of Offober, 
- One thouſand fix hundred fifty 
£ . eight YEATS, | 


He which day, the Lord Provoſt, 
& Bailies, and Council new and 
old, and whole:Deacons of Crafts, ox- 
dinar- and extraordinar , being con- 
veen'd in Council, and ( having called 
upon . the Lord for a blefling upon 
their affairs and endeavgues ) taking it 
to their ſerious conſideration the 
prejudice which this City and goad Gox 
vernment thereof ,. hath fuftained:, by 
the long continuance of Pravoſts, Dean 
of Gild and Theſauress in their places, 

and the too great precipitancy which - 
hath been. praiſed in bringing in. of . 
Bailies to the place and Office before 
their ordinary courſe and fealon For . 
remeed whereof, and tothe effect that . 
Love, Concord, and Wnity may be 
kept , not only amongſt. the whole . 
Counc1), but alio amongſt the Neigh- . 
bours and Inhabitants of this City. Ic 


J£ 
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(8) 
1s unanimouſly Agreed upon, Statute 
and Ordained, that in all time' coming, 
the Provoſt, Dean of Gild; and'The- 
faurer of this Burgh,fhall not be eleQed 
ar continued in their reſpeQive Offices 
| longer than one, or at moſt two years 
rogether at one time, ' And that the 
Bailies of this Burgh, in all time here- 
after , (hall only be one year Bailie, 
one year old Batlie, and one year free 
of Othce, 'and ſhall not be put in the 
Lifts to be Bailics, until thoſe years be 
paſt. And further, It is Statute and 

Ordained, that whoſpever hath been, 
or ſhall be Dean of Gild, Is, and hall 
be always hereafter capable'to be Liſt. 
ed and choſen Bailics, as the Council 
ſhall think fit :. And*that no Theſfaurer 

ſhall be capable to be Liſted for, or, E- 
Icaed a Baille, till tuch tine as the Ac- 
compts of his Intromiſſion the time of 
his os; Thefurer be fitted and ap® 
roven'by the Council. And for the 

er obſervance of the premiſſes, 'or- 
þ dainsthis preſent AQ itk year tobe ſo- 
| Ro read in preſence of th the Coun, 
E 


(9. 


the day ay of making the'Lifts of the Mas 

hems, before the Ceuncil proceedto 
Ye making ofthe Liſts. As alfo, upon 
the day of - "EleQion of the Magiſtrats, 
before the Council do any' thing in re- 
lation to the ſaid Election, that none 
may PR IMNOrancee 


_—— 


EE 
C_ 


At Edinburgh , the fourth. day - of 
March, 'One thouſand fix ' hun» 
dred ſeventy three years.” | 


" ar which day, the Provolt, Bai: 

lies, Council, and Deicotis of 
Crafts, ordinarand extraordinar, being 
conveen'd in Council, taking to their | 
ſerious conſideration an AR 'made by 
the Provoſt, Bailies, and Council for 
the time, bearing date'the fifth day of 
Odober, One thouſand fix hundred fitty 
eight years, whereby upon the great 
and weighty conſiderations therein 
mentioned, it was Statute ahd Ordain.-. 
cd, that un 'all time coming, the _ F 
vo : 


odor as 


| (10 ) | 
vali, Nean of Gild, and Thefaurer of 
thusBur Burgh, not be.Ele&ed,, noe 
continued! in their reſpeQive: Offices, 
longer chan ons, | or 3 maſt wo. PIG 
Billie of this Burgh, in all __ ie 
after, ſhould only be one year Bailie, 
one yearold Bailie, 'and one year free 
of Office; and ſhould not be put - 
the Ecttstobe Bartes, untit 

be paſt, asat. more length is pain". car) 
in the aid AQ. And finding, that the 
faid AG, uit ſelf mc e Jul and ne- 
ceſlary for the good of this Burgh, 
and conform;to 5 Laws and Ads of 
Parliament made anent the EleRiog of 
Officers 2g, Magiſtrats within-Buzgh; 
Therefore the Council did ravifie, 
prove, and revivethe faid-AR, in the 
 whake Heads, Articles and Clauſes. of 
the fame 3 -And ordains the fame tohaye 
full efteQ, and vo be pur to.execunos 


1Q all timecoming. And declares this - | 
preſent general Ratification ta be as. 


: lid = effeQual, as if the ſaid A& 
were herein particularly inſert, Where: 
. anent 


MAINE a MG LF 5, 


os St ba rf 
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anent the Council have difpenſed,: and 
hereby difpenſes for ever.  Likeas the 


/ Councit doesreſcind and anful all for- 


mer A&qs which are any wayes preju- 
dicial to, or inconſiſtent: with the ſaid 
AR : And particularly, do reſcindand 
annul an Ac bearing date the fourth 
day of 0#ober , One thouſand fix hun- 
dred ſixty four years: Reſcinding the 
foreſaid A& bearing date the fifth day 
of 0Fober, ' One thouland fix hundred 
fifty eight years; and declares the faid 
laſt A& to be void and null, and to be 
prejudicial and derogatory to the Laws 
and Adsof Parliament, and to rhe Sett 
and Decreet Arbitral, and the Funda- 
mental Liberties and Priviledges of this 

Burgh, Likeas , the -Council being 
deſirous,” that the forefaid 'AR of the- 
date , the fifth day of 0&ober, One 
thouſand fix hundred fifty eight years, 


| ſhould be inviolably obſerved in- all 


time coming - And that -all practices, 
invaſions, and violations thereof, miay 


be the better prevented, The Council 


| do Statute and Ordain, that the Pro- 


D- | volt. 


—_—_ 
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(122) 
voſt, Bails , Councy, aftd Deacons 
:of Crafts, ordinar and exttdordinar, 
for therime, ſhall take an Oath for the 
inviolably te levies of the faid\AR in 
all timecoming z and that direalynor 
- mdireQly they ſhall do nothing preju- 
dicial thereto > And which Oath is to 
.be yeatly.-adminiſtred and taken by 
the Provoſt, Bailies, Dean of Gild, 

Theſaurer; and whole Council, having 
Vote in the EleRion of the Magiſtrats : 
And that immediatly before their going 
about the ſajd Elegion, the ſaid AR is 
to be publickly read in the Council, 
and the Oath adminiſtrated. And fur- 
ther , the Council do Statute and 
Ordain, that all EleRions hereafter to 
be made, that are not conform to the 
faid At, ſhall be ipſo fe#o, void and 
null ; and the perſons twa to be Ele&- 
ed, declared to be uncapable bf bear- 
ing any Office of Magiſtracy within 
the — onger than 1s prefcribed 
thefgid AQ, and the Electors of any 
as Magiſtrats, contrair to the 
id AQ; to be in and repute-as 

| ag 


£5 > % 


COMMON of this'B 


: - cn) EY 
infamous perſons, and invaders of the 
juſt Liberties and Priviledgesof the faid- | 
urgh, and lyable in the* Suri of an 
Thoaland Merks Scots Money, © each 


'one of them, to be applyed by fight 


and - advice of: the Lords' of P44 
Council, and Lords of Sefſion,\ for 
and th 


penalty of Five - Thouſand 


ney foreſaid,; to be inflited tr 
perſons as ſhall 


to be elected 
contrair to: the AQ, in cafe they 
do attempt to exerce any Office with- 
in the ſaid Burgh, otherwiſe than fs 
by the faid AG; and are de- 
clared by: thir preſenes, and that with - 
all-rigour, And it is hereby exprefly - 

provided and: deglared, that execyition 


thall paſs hereupen for implement and 


folfilting of every point, claufe and pe. _ : 
nakty of this AA, atthe inſtance of oy | 
Merchand, that hath been, or here-. 
after ſhalt 'be Members of the Counci! : 
of this Burgh 4- or & the inſtance.of 
any. Tradefmian, that hath -been,* 6r © 


mans ſhall be - Members "of >rhe : 


D 2 Councik | 


(14) 
Council of this Burghz or ſhall here- 
after. þe Dcacons of Crafts, or-Craits 
Counſcllours in any, time coming,-and 
that, againſt. - the ,.conrraveeners and 


breakers of this prefent Ad..  Likeas, 


| n- It.rs hercby declared.; that it -ſhall | be 


lawhkul and ;competent_to any perfon to 
proteſt. againſt;any\;ſuch illegal Electi- 
onss and which. Proreſtations the Clerk 
is.toinſert in, Record, : and | that the 


ſame, ſhall be rep ute to be-true and © 


Fanhba) ſervi yak the good: and inte» 
reſt of. hee than oh. hand laſtly, The 
ſaid ry | os 'Bailies, and Coun- 
ci}, for the better ſecurity of this: pre. 
ſent, As, 1n all pots, v4) by ther fo- 
lemn, Qath, inwer bis de prefents,- pro- 
teſt before God Almighty, that .they 
ſhall obſerve this prelent AR in all the 
Heads, Clauſes and; Articles thereof, 
inviolable..in all time coming. | And: 
for the more ſecurity, the (aids Lord 
Provoſt, .Bailies,, aud. Council, ' con- 
ſents to the Re orftration hereof in _the 
*& Books of Sederznt of the Lords of Sel> 
= fion; or the ordinary Books of the faids 

I Lords 


cag3; 
Lords of Council and Seffion, to have 
the ſtrengrh of a Decreet of their Lord- 
ſhips mterpon'd thereto, that Letters 
ſr: © Exceurorials neceſſary. may paſs 
hereon; and the Hormng on a fimple 
Charge on fix days allanerly ; and for 
that efic& conſtitutes Mr, John Lander 
.Advocat their Procutor. In witneſs 
'whereot | (written by Weiliam Mackie 
Writer in Edinburgh ) they have ſub- 
> ſcribed thir Preſents with their hands, 
day, place, and year of God fordlaid: 
Before thir Witnetles ,. Mr. Robert Law- 
der.Portioner of pelbeavere, and ilc*.1- 
der Gay Writer in E iinburgh, inſerter of 
the Date and Witnelles. Sic Subj r:bd- 
tur, Sir Andrew Ramſay Provoſt, Ti0- 
mas Calderwood, john Hall , Ale> ancer 
Pitceirn, Robert Learmon.; Bailics, Wal. 
fer Borthwick Dean o- Cyd, 1hoamas Ro. 
bertſon Theſaurer, James Currie, Colu 
Jotnſtoun , Andrew (heyn 2 Wil iam 
Binning, David Bozd, Fraucis K inloch, 
 Mungo Wood, William © aymictael, James 
Riddel, David Swintoun , Toln J 117208 


Lawrence £ dinſ 1ſican , pms 8nJtr Biiller- 
well, - 


 W_v# 0-, ba id. 4-- 


- by - 


Ky 


1 "—_ Robert Elliot, George Gardner, Hary 


Gay, Witneflcs. 


' the Back by the Lord Preſident of the 


_ frarn tothe 1nviolable abfervation of 


TOW) 


Bercley, Thomas Campbe!, Edmard Che: . 
horn, James Pater ſan, Robert New 
Davi Muir, John Carſs, George Jobn- 
ftoun, Willaw Sreuenſon, Willien Hop- 


hans, "Mr. Roberi Lawder, and AleXander 


The Principal Act, Subſcribed apon 


Seffion , is Regiſtrat in the Books of 
Council and Seffion, and k eptamong(t 
the Warrants of the ſaid ——_ 


The Council of Edinbure h. has at 
all their reſpective lecions, ever lince 
the ſaid Decreet of the Lords of Seffion, 


the ſaid Act, and their pames are res 
corded in the Council Books of the nk 
Burgh. 
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He which day, the Lord Pro- 
1 volt, Baillies, and Dean of 
Gild, Theſaurer, Counſel, and | 
Deacons of Crafts , ordinar.,.: and» 44 
extraordinar, being Conveened: in” 
Counſel; Conſidering how much the 
Reputation, Intereſt, and Quietneſs 
of this City 1s concerned, that their 
Clerks, and other inferiour Servants 
keep themſelves to, and. within the 
Duty of their ſeveral Offices 3 and 
that by their medling heretofore in 
the Election of their Magiſtrats and 
common Counſel, great 6. "8 bave 
been committed, Factions and Divi- 
ſions have been bred, and fomented 
amongſt the Neighbours; and the 
free EleRions of Perſons of greateſt 
Merit and Intereſt for the good of 
the Town , have been, and endea- 
E voured 


F. Sy 


voured to - incerrupred by the un- 
lawtul and factious mealing of their 
OWN _ ants and Clerks, to the di{- 
10N0UP and prejudice of the Town, 
* and eh azard of the publick pe. ace 
and quictneile thereof 3 And find- 
ing themicly wo gen GUY TO Pre- 
vent fuch unwarrantable and dan- 
JETOUS Gs 11 time coming; 
Therefore the Lord Provott, Baillies, 
Dean of Gild, and Thelaurer, and 
Counſel, and Deacons of Crafts, or- 
_ Ginar, and extraordinar, have thought 
fic ro Enadt, Declare, and Ordain; 
Likeas they do hereby Enadt, Declare, 
ard OrJai, that the Clerxs of this 
City, who are preiently, or ſhall be 
hereafter in that Ofkce, ſhall keep 
themſelves clois to their Duties, as 
Clerks; An that it thill not be law- 
jul to them, but thar ic ſhall be a 
Crime, mericing D-pr vation, and 1n- 
py to Serve in that Place for 
- everthereafter, at any time coming, te 
medle 1n the Ele&ions of tae Magi - 
{trats 5 Countc], or Deacons w ithin the 


City 


s 


2d, - b- 3 VO 
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City, or Liberties clicreof, Informing; "Pp 


or Soliciting, or Recommending 
Conferring, or Treating, or any 0+ 
ther manner of way, by rhemlelvesor 
others, dircaly, or 1 dircfly , Mter- 
poling with auy Perſons, mn, or con- 
CCrning any of the ſaid EleQions. Or 


10 making of Liets. tor the ſame: 


And alto that they ſhi}: not medle 
in any other publick affairs of the 
good Tow, but within the limits 
of thor Offices as Clerls, And ac- 
cordingly they are hereby diſcharged 
as ſa;d is, to mcale in any torts and 
in caſe tiey failzie, they are forth- 
with tobeDeprived and Dif: hargec of 
their Offices, and declared tor ever 
incapable ro Serve thereine And the 
Countel ordaimns theie Preſents to be 
Recorded by cher preſent Clerks, in 
the Countci Books, and to be writ- 
tcn 1n an fair hand Vrit , affixed on 
an Broad, and appended on the Wall 
of the Countcl-1oule, at all Meetings 
of rhe Counſel, And for the ſai ids 
Clerks, their punctual obſervance 
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=> ofthe Premiſes, appoints them to make 
| Faith, and declare upon their great 
Oath, that they ſhall not tranſgreſſe 
this preſent Statute 1n any Point, 


Extracted 


WILL. RAMSAY. 


Eodem die, 
Mr. Illiam Ramſay one of the 
Town Glerks, and Alcxanae r Gay 
made Fanth accordingly. 
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